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Dear President Bush:

We are alumni, students, faculty and friends of Calvin College who are deeply troubled that you will be the
commencement speaker at Calvin on May 21st. In our view, the policies and actions of your administration, both
domestically and internationally over the past four years, violate many deeply held principles of Calvin College.

Calvin is a rigorous intellectual institution, and a truly Christian one. Since its inception in 1876, Calvin has
educated its students to use their minds and hearts to transform the world into a “beloved community” where
no one is an outcast and all of God’s children are cared for. Calvin teaches its students to work for peace and
justice, and to be good stewards of God’s creation.

By their deeds ye shall know them, says the Bible. Your deeds, Mr. President—neglecting the needy to coddle
the rich, desecrating the environment, and misleading the country into war—do not exemplify the faith we live
by.

Moreover, many of your supporters are using religion as a weapon to divide our nation and advance a narrow
partisan agenda. We are deeply disappointed in your failure to renounce their inflammatory rhetoric.

We urge you not to use Calvin College as a platform to advance policies that violate the school’s religious
principles. Furthermore, we urge you to repudiate the false claims of supporters who say that those who
oppose your policies are the enemies of religion.

Signed:

11159141
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